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Street kids sore over media sensationalising their woes

DHARAN, Dec. 17 Street children in Sunsari district e iitated with media for
sensafionalising theirplight —neither hey want to ok about their woes on how
they come fothe sfreet nor do they want to be called street children”.

“Many people from various organisations came to intenview us and fake
photographs, but they do nothing for us and they never refum. No one comes o
share our painin eality butonly toprofit from our miseres,” sid Saroj Ri of -
Bhai Child Club, the only dubof the children living i the streets. There are about
70 stree children in Dharan.

Rai said that he had been interviewed more than 10 fimes by the local and
national media persons but their condition has notimproved. “Rather, it has
worsened.”

“So don't ask me more about how | was thrown o he gutter of he shreet and
living o dog's ife. | con’t hope much from you too,” he expressed his perception
to this reporter. The children said that they were slightly better off fter they
established the club aboutfive years ago. The dub has done more for us than
the assurances given by the elite groups, they said. “We share pains and fry
to console each other,” Rai said.

Street children, who are in dire condition, are broughtto the contact centre of
alocal organisation, Underprivileged Children Association (UPCA) Nepal,
which has encouraged and helped them to establish the club.

Aftervisiting the contact cenre, some of the chldren, however, do not hesitate
to tell their tales of grief and anguish.

Dil Bahadur Khadka, 16, eft home four years ago as his father used to kick him
frequently. “Somefimes, | used fo bunk the dasses and smoke with my fiends,”

By Bishnu Prasad Aryal/ The Rising Nepal

aid Khadka. “As my father knewit, | was severely beaten. Then, | decided toleave
the house,” he added. Khadka comes from a poor family of five daughters and
three sons. Butdisgusted by the abominable life— picking plastics and rusted -
meols, having o go without food and siaying as mongrelsin the cold and deserted
sireets, he remembers that home is where the heartis. “|visit home occasionally.”

“When | reach my home, my father scold me with vulgar words like ‘khate’
(o mean word for street children). Then | don't like to stay there even for a
moment and come back fo the street,” he said.

“iheen-year-old Umesh BK's ifeis no less touching than others. “My father
wentfo India when | was small. But he never retuned.” His mother eloped with
another man with his two younger brothers. “I was abandoned,” BK went on.

“A cousin fold me to visit the confact centre where | am sheltered now. | am
studying in Class 5, he added.

Al these children are also worried of the insurgency that has added panicky
miseries in their ives. “The conflicttakes the lives of elders. Those death tolls
turinto o demon orphaning and pushing us in the streefs,” they said.

“We have raised the voices on domestic violence, exploitation and child rights,”
said Rai. “But we do not dare to speak against the conflict due fo the fear.”

Howeve, itis 0 good sign that children of child dubs across the country have
started voicing against their deplorable condition.

According to Rajfv Lochan Adhikari, manager of the Consortium of Organisafions
Working for Child Clubs, there are 3,000 child clubs working under 40
organisations in 22 districts.
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Shanti Tamang, a six grader of Sharma Rashriya High School, has more things o
do than just go fo school and complte her home work. These days, she is planning
a three-doy fraining for her fellow dlub members on child to child behaviour.

"f'm confident that | con frain my friends on how to behave with another child and
expect the same from him or her," she said. She said the three-day training
includes different tactics for behavior change and leadership development.

Tamang is one of the over 30 members of Bal Bikas Child Club at Chuchhepati.
All the members have different talents and the club has provided them with
a platform for competitive performance for the post five years. The members,
aged eight to fourteen, spend around two hours af the club on “ridays and
discuss contemporary issues from the children's perspective.

The club is one among the over 7,000 child clubs working in a loose network
for child development throughout the country. Shyam Ghimire, 14, the chairman
of the club, said children enjoy free, interaction when there is no “adult"
intervention or control and encourage one another to built o new rights-based
vision.

T e At gl aTeEdE, W @ FEAI, TS

AT FTETT TRARE T T AAaeat A faen
FRUETE [T AT IR ATASARTAS TEdRT
T TV B | BTHT STeREET Y Arfiesdrg
QYT AHEATH AT FAGA T AT AR
JHEE G T FTH T | BT AERIEE AT
feehefT FRTEEATS AT ZAFETRHT TART T TR
BF | BT STerTsIel BTETEEH T Gl Heea o
FTH T ATATATE T AR FTAT A 8T |
Areg T AI9eT FART TR ATHEE TAT STAelTebrH
AT TG FIH THE G | AAAHAT ATAR
AR ARBRAT T FeTReelTs TRATST
¥ TEYTE IR FGSATH AN A i ai
FTA % AT | cfeqer af AR SrgE
FIFA TR FXTHHT JSN AATATE 2 FHET
FTHEE TS ATTH |

FTen @, g Wi oft a9 = FHEr e
ATAFATATH A, FATSTHT T8l FHLT AT FT
FaT3H A g | BTHI T ATAIASR! AHATTHT
TG GIF! AT Ud GEATTeH @it g |

CHILD CLUBS FLOURISHING

"We enjoy imagining our own world and work to make the world suitable for us. Through
our songs, poems and dramas we remind the adults what our rights are", he said.

The members also visit other child clubs and interact with them. Occasional
inferaction with porents and adults provide them an opportunity fo disclose
practical problems they may face in an orthodox society.

Sushil Achary, a fudilitator of Bal Bikash Samaj, an NGO working in the field of
child rights, says the child clubs have become very useful platforms for the children
to socialize themselves, build up confidence and create pressure on the policy-
making level in implementing the intenational child rights conventions.

Sushila Adhikari, Secretary at the Consortium of Organization Working for
Child Clubs, said child clubs can be named one of the exemplary achievements
of Nepal towards the implementation of child rights.

Though child clubs are very successful in Nepal, lots of things are yet to be
done, she says. Though govemment sfafistics report over 7,000 child clubs in
Nepal, the Consortium has traced only 3,000.

19




R

il Gd Qo7

= fa& "@-afaar fauer 7 faarersm
A &7 7w | ArcterfaeEers
FaSTTeHE B 78 | SRS el ATHITE 7
AN o & T 728 | T8 fofeetl Ao
TTH, LT F. & FARIaeH! faareraar geadaea
forerer 7 SWr=s TERTEET TS AT AT | ATHT
ST Gl ATAFAH] FTA TG FAATS g
I T AR 2l | ATAFALHT FOTEZF GRT
FATATIT IAH! MIH & 3G 95 a9 FHIHT
STASTIART AT TTHT B |

aﬁwaﬁmwafa@w L]

HFT ATHEF FIAIE I FEHTBIE 0 Fore]
TR | Afere e ATAARATE Tf=res! Fferat
oI TR T | AT L T TS B A9 fad g
BT 923 I faendie® Jema-ed & |

qU7 oGl AHET @A T e gAY g A T
T TRTEHT B | ATARATHT TEHT ATATAET=

T MIT T T 7 ¥ IUeAT AT MIET
[IgA | IS aTrdTeT ATdIEwE o T
FAH, TEASH AT ATNT FEATT T f767 79 |
0% WIZeRg ST fammers S arfer | e

MSEHTSTHT AEIAAT 97 9feadq T wrse
FETUHT B | AT (TedATehT ZATR 7 fa | %
T ATAATEE JEAAT Ah T |

TEEE T FY 3T T4 7 fquerg 19

S AAMIE FAE Ag 3@ AR {47 | AT
FHTH] ATHE® WEAGH N AT ST Thed
MUH FET H Feqd | d7 Algel aATeraeraa
@l g | 7 et 35 FammT 9gg | F e wfeer
WA ATAFAGHT FHT T2 AU G 7
ATAFAGF TSFHT 9T rafe amsfam |

AT Fferdr wrataes faarerg greter, warmas
1.9, 9 AT AT FETHIST TA AT ATeraeteret

FGHT IS U B | SAAFAAHT TSR AT
AT A AU FRY fazmerae fafad Fqus
AT TR T AT B AT T AR
AR, FTAFAHETT [SUH B | Aleed A alfererrz=
GV AiEedl AT EAWT bgerl U GEsTEs
TSI FTHFT AT FATISA |

THHT AT ATETT ISMT | ATAdATH TEIET
AT ART {AUT Afgel ATIHT GedWT FegH/1 70 |
RiEET AT TN Frger AT GRS A 7 oo,
T AT | 99 7 feegd, 957 019 I s

AT [T TRRIEEHT F1H7 ATAFATE FTHF
AT 2k U A7 ¥ T TATGEwe] Taelers
FHFT AW Fal THRT UESH | aTeiaeags=>




AR Arehgvars PRATeTeT ST T JIE7IEe
Ee TR B | AT A JETETUEE ATASAE
AT ATTETEH a7 (Right holders) &7 7 ATHT

FETHET T3aT Hea fagT A | A9 fagre
ichawe! AT <A T 201 g | o, e
HEANTAT AT ATAAIFRET T T TF
E T 3 B T S, | A1 A A T4
TR AT STAHT AT FATT I
7 IAEEE WA Ached aHE & PRATRrTH
Hergfuet T fEentaeT T o |

HeTale T Soofd HUHT ATAAg ATRTaraw==d1
STERATHT ST fef e SIS, 2, | AAFEARTATeT
A Afgeatd & qree AR FRRET 19 |
AT FAT (=R eeelieierel A7 aTeanerd a1
TR ARAYE TTESH ¥ T 3o a?dH
TS AATEANTAATI  AHETH T |
ATANTAFTR (=R T AT TARS G T AL
SForet ST #E B I ST EE TS T & |

7Y, ATAAEHATNATET TG AR GEEeEe
STAATATERT e @TeTehl AapReEdls Aa7 U
AT faH GUeR ATATER AR AR, | AHE
T farEeer TR aTereteTe FIhlah?a

T T yiRAEE, dfvEee J41 fafaEEar e
Sfeet fawg &1 a9d arerertadETata Ted
PEFEEE A A9T AFERAT GREH T4 JIe
TR A1 AR 7 AT e HweeTg
A 7 TS ST ETHT AEIA T fA T
YR aEE S AHFEHAT & ATaTF T |

THET AN T AR qdT PRETeTeE
a1 FHEHr Rl areEes dr sTerHsE
TIEEEA JAEEHE ATAEE, IREAR, THIA 7
Aol Tede FAT HEAINTAT d@r3- ATFTF
S, A9 7 RO IR AT AEHTHT AT
ST 75 | e A A 7
TFERTHE 7 S AaT AT (22T feiese
TS GReferd T T4T STeaa TS A
TAATTFRFT FoT A=A 15 AATF T3 |

AT 9 Teieed AEeE Siaq 7 faebe
ALY ST EHEH FATT U1, | TR 2Fer, fHaad
SHFTS T THSA FTA Afeh AR A= 7 S
FUTIAAT A AMRE SBers | STAFAad
AT FETHT 2RGUHT THAATATS [FIATT 72T
2Rawg | A, TEE AT STAATARTATS ITAH 7
YA GEHT, SAAFT FaT T (AR A a1
eIl FAeA gAATG | SeId aArerddaed
RIS FHTST SUART 7 Ger| ek & A
IHTERG FEANT TS AU B |

TR TESTITAT el ST T &bl IR AT
T 77 | AT THY ST At ehTeer! Eafaa

_c——

ol



9%

Qe THET ST BT 7 JHET e sTeraieraR
o fepeRicpe e e Samar ache ¥ GHRIeHE
IRET TS WA ETE, | TH N ARATresT
S frarsT @9 g @ft smEvaE = G
T IRUTEE (G T FATANAE GERATAT e
WA fqemAr afvafad gudem | awdh w=
STHEHINTAT T FEHINTATHeT WERTer S Fefvey
TR STALAHT T[RRI EEeTS Yorer wrear
SIS T AGTRT el SATCASTTeRIaHT FeaT Ieetiarey
T A AN AEART elTeer e, forebarey
P ¥ AT e el BA%E o e
i HEH AT FHR ARaATEs; | ffaaTe s
SIS AR & A= TR a7 ket
eI G ATaTE Yo Hrgal e Tema |
STeTefTieTerT T fepeTRiehe e s@aron e
IO e ETR 7 AR & A T
A1 9 FeRw |

ATAATIFRET TATI(THT IR TR T
fepeiRiepsiiesa aron wluer awada | a1
fEel ¥ HEwaquT et 8T | SerHEIRTATS Sersers
4T fepeTRIeTeEaTs el 9 92T T4, |
TS IATERHTE AP 9T ATarst
S2ST TAT IAEEH! AIFRFN 2 faeg
FATSG | THHT A ATTFRAHT AHFE
ATASfAFT T4 FReiiFeiremars arer
ATTEE TN AT ANEEE FFATFRE
HEAT I TG AGHT TRTAATET AT BT T
A1 fepeTRIcpeToTeer et 77 Faae | THTST
17T {29 AfawesEr gegav qraars

TES &GH] [TER ST HTH T8 | ATeTaererar
qUFT FrAatasr quar feemtEaifazeas
WEAIRTAT AfTehIeehT A7 T 7% Fvaeeens HeqH
T, THEF! ANT AT F ETHT THTeTT T 7
TR FT GrgdA | gragifaEr q4qr
fepemfmeiiema foren, arafaare, aresm
T TS AT HeT G313 7 T qee
T FTHATS T qRyegar i afeeg |

ATAefereFT qeT fepeiRiepeiéteser qewiiTaTers
PR AT ETTAT T w1, feett 7 Afteaeaea s
7 AR AT A-RERATH HAHATE THITE
AATIPIREFT ARHAT AT TS ¥ ATAARTBTF
JETETIT i TEIUH B | AT ATeraierdy 7
fEazfFeanfiess faeaar afmees 7
HEATEETHE AT, AT AT TewF] T AHETTT
ATTPIRET T T FH & ATIabT B | T 595
THETT TEHT A ATPITHT T Afehaea Tar=
(Critical Mass) T4 &9 &1 | AT aTeaers Afqa=
7 ATAFSAINTATE ATUH] FFRTHE ITeAfe 27

A ATAIAGH FIST qE TS A
fepeTRlepeTrTEweT ST efehest foaapray T g7 =

TATFIT AUFT a5 | el G ST AT
91 HEw 7eT ATeT g | A, AT AR =
ATl T b9 RIS TeTEeeetrs /It o 7
JET FGHT FHFIT TTE FRIETIEw 7o 7 g =

777 TG RraAazwaTe AT477 10 57 1



SiiasHIPars! Jedctd A & Rie36d!
DIFD) oefolddl IAX Td ITalfdEd

JATE 7 AEIEA AT @AaE 44 7 FEegh, 9

ACASHIDIAID! CNagIR® URNIIB! s3oidel IaX td IoTohideTar uRaa

AR @ YA soiddl IaR ed
Ivrelifaes & @ gol?

ATAGESTIRTATER SATARTR e FARTH FATH &R
TE TR WA Il SETat 21 e B
JUTEAET AU TR AT TEHl SRAT STe
T | A IHAGH T CF AR Sersierrt
AT A ARk A1 GeEEd A9 T egAw

AR FATIETE o T AT T FHSH

T FETE oo ey | A FEaH 'R 0
TorifaeEE a9 T e STaasTaTa=l
qY FIEEH AT A1 &6 1 Tqd 99 T
ferega®r FHATNEES FA FSAA@A TH
Rt ¥ JHEEaTE AT T diched FATH
FTAERERH TRHHAHT AN TR [P TR
S| STAUEHTNTATE AEERIHT A FATFEE
AN JAGH TR TE Odeeers 99
Feregma! TeTaEIRTATE =l IS AFIRTTT
(position statement) &1 JTTLTATHT PRI
AT |

SIcRIGNIAID! RNAsIR®
RGB! oeTadRaR Ud Ivlehfdes
el anfaAr a?

FTATEATRTATET ATARTE TN ~IATHE Td
TuAaEEET TEdl I29T TH A9 T Feregl
qY FAFHEES] YORATEEAT IJTACATH]
HTATEATATATE T BT T T AHAT ThEI
iy T 2 | AAEEATRTATR FATH X
TE TR FRIEEAT HIERA FHAEE a7
JIRIR GLATH FHAREEATS IAEEH]
FEATATATHET AT TAT FATEEEHT [T

TR T ST TEART T AT AR T
T SUEE TRISH Seed AW B | T T
I T Poregd TSAEE, AHE AERERES 9
foqer 19 T STeeTaEEEaare. @k
AT A &7, |

AT ATAAEINTATR ATHER T HETGEE

T TR JTAWT T Al

B AV 7 faceddl FHANIEEATS IAIEEH
ATAGETITATERT TRl STUEHT AT qAT
FAEREEDT T T a7 HATFT T4 T
T TRAT GUREE GEE afes T,

B STSTETETRTERT JeAs AIHHT &7 FH T
FHATEEH] ATAEATNTATH] SATaRTH
JATFT FAGH T TF AT FT
FATAT TH AriEd green, dg qqr
qreRfaTard @ A AHIA TAF AT
IHEES! erHar Afafgererdy aifed g9
T qgTaar ST aTee T,

W ATERINE TN AaHER Td JAITEEeh
T MivEd @Rl dd @&hdl @usHl
FAREHT 99 ITETde a1 FrHaraT agr3A

s geaifnargas wgfa a1 F¥a1gAT
T eTeRTeRT WEHTNTATRT ATHT FTeT e
ArgF ATATERY FAR T T FEATHIATEE

B TV T Foeeal AUET SToEEITATeRaes
SVRTEETS STeTATeTeTeT ST a1 TS T
371 TTHER T AT ATehets ¥ STeaierehIaT
FT T FUHEIEEET ATETATET T |

99




1%

UF TR AT FTET FH T AT T
faegA®r FHATT T4qT TATEATEETATS
HTATEITAT WaZH T+ A= FIAT 7T
TiuE g | e d TN FeAE ATH
7 UF THITAEEHT Fal (Av=d edhes qAr

WWWWWQHWWW
AT FaT SUleeTad T Al T T
wivwEr g | A, &9 7 faegd #TERd wE
FafireT Zorewea! awasl o7 afefeafasr g7 ae
7 IR B T RS, |

Wammﬁmmmﬁmm&r
SHETF TARTEH FATHEAT T TR eedrs
v 7 faeei@l aTEEETRTATERERT AT
RIS (Position statement) &1 ATTEATTAT
wnT RAEE |

ferged Rigledss
TAAEATTATR AT ATATNS FANTRT FATHE
e TR AT Fh TEHE
Teratere faguar fre amT=a fagr=aed
STERAT AT TRATEE:
TSR T AT A EE AT
ATHATS GATET T ATl s AT
a7 FEEATS At [a=r, TS 91
TIAT YT T AT AGT H TP B |
B SEAEE IR TN RIETE AR
TR AT A AR FATTE TS, |

qaE W BYE aArAdiAHE Ahad
FEATTTATHT ATIFR B |
® Y ATAATAEATS Ga®de (Manipulation).

feam, Z@i@Ew Adr eiovrETe WA g
ATTHT B |
ufRemar

arerattert  fEmfRm{EE
ATHFATS Fhe, |

FgHTHTar

HehTAT T FAUgERaTaT J Tl T F
7 =T AAA TS A | AeHE AT HE
ST eRTId &l AT ATTeg FeT
1 TTAE FH AN TE FA G T
qul STAFTTE AT JrET 92 (Informed) T
“regrd (Willing) ifvwar @gwrfoar &1
TerEE AT SEl U AT (Value) BT 77
T FIAHHEE T TS SIgew WANAE
qrER Aqr wHE wvEfE geaeifg T
QHAHT ATRHF & |

SFATH T TE TEIAT 9
v afas ugfd a gitcoioT:
uRGRfar a2n saAteaIRar
(An Ethical Approach:
Transparency and Honesty)

@d?

T AREEH TS AT THH FABAT=
TeAATATHAE  ATEAT AT SATeAAAFTT
Tt faeers gratasar o Frr Afqeas
ug gfqag gier |



IATAET UF 7oifer © q
e dfdd weafa ar gficsior:
URGRIAT aen searegRan

(An Ethical Approach: Transparency

and Honesty)

FATHETY T 70 - R
SIeTaIfeTmIET AEenidar ogits g
WRa® goes

(Children's Participation is Relevant
and Voluntary)

AATHER TF 70 ¢ 3

(Equality and Equity in Participation)

ATTAEIY UF oife Y
SHIRIES UsaORY
a0 JMcAfGRaRN gaveaoy

(Staff are Effective and Confident)

FATHER UF 01T : %
TCTAIIATR ATCTaIfIDIDY J2m
AT JARZI0TCNS gcTar [Eoea
(Participation Promotes the Safety
and Protection of Children)

ATH TR UF 0T 9
mmwgmﬁﬁﬁaamalﬁ

(Ensuring Follow-up and Evaluation)
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ange Agent

who plav a vital role in the societv. C

Lokendra Shrestha/Ex- volunteer SPW, Nepal

thev aren't allowed to do so as they are younger ar
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man-made rules in the society, T

wavssot

chang

s ;/~ e all understand that children

K’/ % have rights for their overall de-
A velopment as well as to develop
themselves as a competent and capable adult
in the society. “or which they have rights to
be protected from any kind of danger, harms,
abuse and exploitation; they have right to
relevant and quality education; nutritious
food, and love and care. Children have rights
to ‘speak out’ and raise voices against injus-
tice, inhumanity, and humiliation as well as
violation of rights. But in many societies, par-
ents are ‘ruling’ over their children, they
don’t let their children speak, do what they
wish to do and use their creativity and po-
tentials. Most of the parents in Nepali soci-
ety compel their children to do what they
think is correct and made children to follow
what they have been said to do. In most of
the situations, parents don’t care about
children’s physical and mental capacity, and

et Fovr covmial dn o T oagnid el cares Tuislom
agent for social change. Until and unless we JW%},;

cts the society tobe
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and support them, we can’t expect things fo be

o TF vre At chanoe 1 Fhe couriet amd o Ha
o 1Ewie \"\d,},gtz'l{)!s“_;}{ 1 the society and enhance the

creativity but they just want their children
to be obedient.

Many children who have are living in risk
situation have been humiliated so badly in an
unhuman manner. It brings negativism in the
society, the society teaches children to hate
the entire society. According to my experi-
ence being with children as a volunteer of
SPW, children can make changes, which have
a big value in the society from every per-
spective. I mostly worked with Green Clubs,
and spent about seven months with children
and young people associated with them. Dur-
ing that period, I had the opportunity to par-
ticipate in different kinds of social events such
as street drama, rally, demonstration, inter-
action, sports, awareness programs, cam-
paign etc. along with green club children. I
found these activities very instrumental for
bringing awareness in the society which is very
first step to cause changes in the society. As




the consequent of those and
other similar activities I was for-
tunate enough to see some
changes that took place in the
society where we worked. The
change we saw was in their
drinking habits, their percep-
tion towards girl’s education,
their way of thinking about
health problems and issues and
in the situation of blaming their
‘karma’ for being poor and
helpless. The community and
people with whom we worked
with weren’t conscious about
those things before and they
were continuing the beliefs they
got from their ancestors.

But the activities of children and young people
and their organization made them think dif-
ferently than they used to do in the past and
started accepting new knowledge, values and
ideas and change their attitudes and behav-
ior accordingly. Such changes, though one
could argue saying as small, inspired children
and young people to further their efforts for
bringing in positive changes in the society.
On the other, community people and parents
were also happy as they got new knowledge
and information through children which
were ‘eye opening’ for them in many differ-
ent ways. I am sure if such positive changes
continue, one day in the future it will become
part of tradition and culture in the society.

I worked in a school as well as in the commu-
nity from where I could share another ex-
ample. There was no good facility of clean
drinking water in Hazi Anniya Tullah Second-
ary School, Gonaha VDC, of Rupandehi dis-
trict; students were compelled to drink water

which was full of arsenic and other dangerous
chemicals. They didn’t have alternative and
there was no facility of purifying water. Not
only students of the school but also the com-
munity people in that area were suffering from
different kinds of chronic disease caused by wa-
ter they drink. Though the teachers and School

Management Committee (SMC) members
were aware about the problem, they did not
try to provide clean drinking water to the stu-

dents. They did not pay any attention towards
the issue. Lastly, the member Dano Green Club
organized a meeting in the school and raised
the issue of clean drinking water. In the meet-
ing children decided to take the issue in all the
relevant institutions including VDC. “inally, the
teachers, SMC members as well as the commu-
nity people join their voice with children and
the VDC supported to have clean drinking wa-
ter in the school and in the neighboring village.

These are just some examples where the ef-
forts and deed of children was was well ap-
preciable and has been a good lesson for those
who says that children can do nothing for so-
cial change and development. I am pretty con-
fident that children and young people can bring
positive changes in the society if they are en-
couraged to do so and are supported as and
when needed. In the recent days every where
in Nepali society, there are hundreds of ex-
amples where children and young people are
working as change agent in the society. The
organizations led by children have been role
model in very many respect among children
and adults in the communities.
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Initiative for education: Siraha children set example

Bravo! The children of the Suryodaya Child Club af Hanuman
Nogor Village Development Committee in Siraha district have
achieved an incredible feat in promating education, raising
public awareness and developing leadership in the
community.

The achievements of the club speak volumes of what could be
achieved through self-initiative and determination worth
emulating for all across the country.

Owing to their efforts, each and every child of Ward No. 4 of
the VDC go to school. The Chaudhary, the traditionally
backward community, forms 96 out of 100 families living on
agriculture. But they have enolled their children in school
because of the initiative of the dlub. Twenty-five children
between three and five out of the total 500 children are sent
to local Child Development Centre.

Before the establishment of the clubin 1997, only about 75
per cent of the children used to o to school. "No children of
school-going age stays at home idly," said local Samjho
Chaudhary, mother of seven children. "This has been possible
because of the children. They have done what we could not,"
she added. "No child of the village is working as labour."

In other wards of the village, not more than 80 per cent
children are enrolled in the school despite having seven child
clubs there, said Sanjoya Kumar Chaudhary, a graduate
student.

Even those children who find it difficult to buy exercise books
and pencils have started going to school.

The Suryadaya dub has 26 girls and 42 boys as members
and is backed by the Bhawani Integrated Development Centre
under the Consortium of Organisations Working for Child Clubs.

The villoge has about 25 persons receiving higher education.
Among the other educated ones- two are in Master's level,
seven are teachers and four in government service. But these

By Bishnu Prasad Aryal, SIRAHA, Dec. 15

children have shatfered the stereotypical notion that children are
less capable than adults.

Guardians now encourage their children to join the club and
involve in creative activities for the welfare of the society.

Novin Chaudhary, o Bachelor's level student, said that the club
members were involved in raising awareness on discrimination,
family planning, child marriage, birth registration, iteracy,
superstition, sanitation, tobacco and alcohol abuse, and child
rights.

"They frequently stage plays on the streets that impart moral
education, organise various programmes and work as advocates
on social issues, " said Chaudhary.

Now child-marriage has been discouraged, tobacco and alcohol
abuse has come down significantly, all births are registered,
family planning has become their motto and awareness on
sonitation has increased dramatically, he added.

“Children's confidence and personality have also developed
proportionally s they do not hesitate to discuss, debate and put
forth their views."

But like children in other parts of the country, these children are
also traumatised by the ongaing conflict.

"However, we will not stop our activities for the sake of
generations," said Bijaya Kumar Chaudhary, a lass 10 student
at Jonata Secondary School and president of the exemplary club.

The club has collected Rs 1,500 from its members levying Rs.
2 per month from each member. "But it is a meager amount fo
cope with our needs," Bijoya said.

The club has s own small hut that is neat and clean with a
small library. These children crave for reading materials and
sports goods. "We lack fund to equip the dub fo meet our
interests," said Bijaya.



Print Media Coverage on the
Issues of Child Club

Thesis

{/ ;/‘/‘f%té‘dvent of democracy in 1991 in Nepal
“ /7" has brought many changes and devel-
- ” opmentsin political, economical, cultural
and social arena. The rapid increment of child
clubs for child rights movement in Nepal is one
of the considerations of the democracy that com-
mitted to respect value of participation, freedom

of thought, feeling and expression.

Before democracy, very few clubs and scouts
serving children in different ways since 1952
are recorded. In late 1980s only a few child
clubs were established on the principle of
United Nation Convention on the Rights of
the Child (UNCRC). During 1990s, more than
3 thousand child clubs had been recorded by
Consortium of Organizations Working for
Child Clubs (Consortium). CCWB record
shows that there are more than 7 thousand
child clubs in Nepal till 2004, including formal
and informal child clubs, community Based
and school based child clubs.

The increasing number of child clubs in 1990s

unfolds mainly two facts:

1) Children are keen to form and participate
in child clubs (if they get opportunity) at
least for following reasons:

a) “or personality and leadership devel-
opment

b) To learn skills and for exposure of their
talent/creation

¢) To raise collective voice and effort on
issues that hold children's concerns

2) Organizations, that are supporting and
promoting child clubs, believe on potency
of child clubs in order to achieve their or-
ganizational goals. Thus, they are promot-
ing child clubs.

Saurav Kiran Shrestha/Hatemalo Sanchar

However, it has also been found that active
participation of children in child clubs is suc-
cessful in advocating about CRC in commu-
nity more than adults. Thus these clubs have
been able to promote the value of child par-
ticipation in several strata of society. This is
supported by the fact that news of child clubs
initiatives for social development and effort
to combat against social evils (i.e., drug abuse,
child marriage, girls trafficking) have been
frequently published. It shows that child clubs
are also getting respect and valued from
adults and other related social institutions.

Child clubs have potential to function as formal
group/organization with bargaining capacity.
Thus, now child club has been looked as a ve-
hicle for child participation, especially by the or-
ganization working in the field of children’s rights.
Child clubs are thus a change agent contributing
for social development. Many success stories and
efforts of child clubs have been recorded. How-
ever it is still out of reach to the larger society.
Thus potential of child clubs to ensure child rights
and promote participation is not significantly ap-
preciated and recognized yet by primary insti-
tution like family to secondary institution like
organization and governing bodies.

In this regard, media together with child club
could play vital role to inform and aware gen-
eral public and concerned authorities on im-
portance of child clubs and child participa-
tion. But, flow of information through media
about child participation and child club is not
sufficient. It is due to the inadequate infor-
mation delivery from child clubs/concerned
organizations to media and lack of media at-
tention on children participation or vice versa.
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report on Prirs Ned:z Cooee

, (’) 2(/ age on Childrer s I
L unfolds tha- Orivio

cerien ous
of the total published news articles rez
to children’s issues, had issues informasion
about child participation. The report was pre-
pared by taking account of eight daily na-
tional newspapers of Nepal. The same report
also mentions that among 8 percent, most of
news/articles had information on children
participating on programs and activities.

ST

The media monitoring program' of Hatemalo
Sanchar found that child club received less than
one per cent (0.7%) print media coverage,
among the total published news /articles related
to children's issues, in 2004. It is also found that
English medium newspapers are found reluc-
tant to provide space for new/articles related
tochild clubs. It shows that child clubs’ activities

372 7T ET.2 1l mfuence media and has -

RN ~ough more than 7 #
S working to promote ¢
T and ssusrelated to children.

Durinz the studv itis found that highest mi

beramong news articles (28°) publishec

child clubs are about formation and re-str

turing of child clubs; followed by progre

(22%) organized by child clubs like, semix

discussion, interaction, competitions, child f
rally, materials distribution and others. /
other issues are; movement of child cht
(13.5%) on particular issues like banning

cohol/tobacco, combating against child m
riage, awareness and activities on envirc
ment, child rights, plantation, waste manag
ment, child labor and sexual abuse; follow
by news/articles on training (9.4%) and n
works of child clubs (6.7%).

Child rights perspective on media

o ~ hile dealing with the relation-

// ship between children and

1 young people, including child club
and media, one should remember rights of
children promulgated by UNCRC. The
UNCRC, adopted by the United Nations in
November 1989, spell out the basic human
rights of children everywhere. Specially, ar-
ticles 12, 13 and 17 of the convention should
be given attention in this reference.

The article 12 is about child's opinion. It states
that State’s Party along with duty bearer should
assure children rights to express his or her own
views freely in all matters affecting the child.
In this context, State’s Party and duty bearer
should give due weight to the views in accor-
dance with the age and maturity of the child.

Rights to freedom of expression is stated in
the article 13; including freedom to seek, re-
ceive and impart information and ideas ofall
kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in

writing or in print, in the form of art, (
through any other media of the child's choic
In the certain conditions provided by law lik
for respect of the rights or reputations of ott
ers; or for the protection of national securit
or of public order, the exercise of this righ
may be subjected to certain restriction,

While concerning to the media in relation t
the children, the article 17 explicitly states abou
the access to appropriate information. The ar
ticle states that State Parties and duty beare:
should recognize the important function per.
formed by the mass media. In addition, the
article asked State Party to ensure that the child
has access to information and material from a
diversity of national and international sources,
especially those aimed at the promotion of his
or her social, spiritual and moral well-being
and physical and mental health. To achieve
this, article 17 further obliged State Parties to:
a) Encourage the mass media to dissemi-

nate information and material of social



and cultural benefit to the child and in
accordance with the spirit of Article 29;

b) Encourage international co-operation in
the production, exchange and dissemi-
nation of such information and material
from a diversity of cultural, national and
international sources;

c) Encourage the production and dissemi-
nation of children's books;

d) Encourage the mass media to have par-
ticular regard to the linguistic needs of
the child who belongs to a minority
group or who is indigenous;

e) Encourage the development of appro-
priate guidelines for the protection of the
child from information and material in-
jurious to his or her well being, bearing
in mind the provisions of Articles 13 and
18 (parental responsibilities).

Principle of child rights; best interest of children,
non-discrimination and participation; should be
consider in all circumstance while dealing with
children. At the same time, Article 28 and 29
(the rights to education), Article 31 (the rights
to participate in leisure, cultural and artistic ac-
tivities) and Article 34 and 36 (protection from
sexual and other forms of exploitation, includ-
ing pornography) are also equally relevant for
the promotion of media for children.

While concerning to the media in relation to
the children, the article 17 explicitly states about
the access to appropriate information. The ar-
ticle states that State Parties and duty bearer
should recognize the important function per-
formed by the mass media. In addition, the
article asked State Party to ensure that the child

Synthesis

e he above thesis, facts and child
~ / rights perspective on media shows
. awide picture of reality about the child
clubs movement in relation to the media cover-
age. Scanty media attention (less than one per
cent print media coverage) to the child club's
initiatives shows lots of remaining to accomplish
in the field of media for child rights promotion.

has access to information and material from a
diversity of national and international sources,
especially those aimed at the promotion of his
or her social, spiritual and moral well-being
and physical and mental health. To achieve
this, article 17 further obliged State Parties to:
a) Encourage the mass media to dissemi-
nate information and material of social
and cultural benefit to the child and in
accordance with the spirit of Article 29;

b) Encourage international co-operation in
the production, exchange and dissemina-
tion of such information and material
from a diversity of cultural, national and
international sources;

c) Encourage the production and dissemi-
nation of children’s books;

d) Encourage the mass media to have par-
ticular regard to the linguistic needs of
the child who belongs to a minority
group or who is indigenous;

e) Encourage the development of appropri-
ate guidelines for the protection of the
child from information and material in-
jurious to his or her well being, bearing
in mind the provisions of Articles 13 and
18 (parental responsibilities).

Principle of child rights; best interest of children,
non-discrimination and participation; should be
consider in all circumstance while dealing with
children. At the same time, Article 28 and 29
(the rights to education), Article 31 (the rights
to participate in leisure, cultural and artistic ac-
tivities) and Article 34 and 36 (protection from
sexual and other forms of exploitation, includ-
ing pornography) are also equally relevant for
the promotion of media for children.

It also shows urgency to work further to
bridge gaps between child clubs initiatives
and media coverage. So that learning from
success and failure of a particular child club
helps to promote child participation in differ-
ent district. But, the fact shows that media is
limited to the news of Kathamandu district
and news of 'formation of child clubs' and
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‘'event oriented programs', which may not
necessarily help to promote children rights
as such expected in the Article 12, 13 and 17.

Though, such news shows the increasing trend
of child clubs formation and popularity of the
child club in community for child participa-
tion. The news/articles may also encourage
initiating more child clubs in different locali-
ties, which may contribute children to realize
Article 15 (freedom of association) in practice.

However, above references shows that me-
dia coverage on child clubs is very minute in
relation to the more than 7 thousand child
clubs functioning in more than 50 districts of
Nepal. It reveals the requirement of under-
standing about media by the child clubs and
organizations that are supporting the clubs
in their respective areas. In this context, mem-
ber of child clubs should understand the im-
portance of mass media to highiights and
promote their initiatives. They should not
limit on traditional way of child club func-
tioning and take advantage of child clubs for
own leadership and personality development.
They have to make effort to understand para-
digm of media to maximize opportunity for
exposure and development through media.

In this context, supporting organizations (or-
ganization working through child clubs or for
child clubs) should help child clubs as duty bearer.
Such organizations should not limit to establish
child clubs to achieve their objectives. Rather,
they should explore the ways of making chil-
dren initiative, more public through appropri-
ate mass media. Considering UNCRC principle
appropriate use of media can help to value-add
on the works of child clubs and organization.
And both organization and child club/children
can get media exposure that may ultimately
help other child clubs and organization in their
planning and implementation.

This leads to a realization of the need for media
and journalist to understand essence of child
rights and child clubs. They have to come-up
with substantial news/article about child

clubs so that the news/articles can give i1
puts on the movement of child clubs that a
becoming vehicles for child participation. Bu
to make it possible, concerned organizatior
(related to children) have to understand mu
dia and develop strategies accordingly.

In this regard, programs on media educatio:
media literacy and child journalism for childre
can help them to express their views and exp:
rience in influencing way so that media can pic
up the issue in publication and broadcast. Sim
larly, training on child rights, child particip.
tion, and opportunity for investigative journa
ism for journalish and media personnel will hel
to bring out issues of child clubs and child pa
ticipation appropriately. Thus such opportun
ties should be made available.

If child clubs are considered as vehicles for chil
participation, and if child participation is value
for collective expression, views and opinion fc
collective work; then both child clubs and Sta
Parties/related organizations should unde
stand importance of media including printan
electronic. Here, it is not enough to publish su
cess stories in internal organization's bulleti
wall magazine, newsletter and progress repor
for the promotion of child clubs and child pa
ticipation but it should come-up frequently wi
impression in mass and national media. We cz
hope and exercise together to drive child clu
as a vehicle from the crossroad to highway «
media for child participation.

Source:

# Rajbhandari, Jasmine, “Role of child clubs
in Nepal”, Anubhabharu, Year 1, Volume
1, Consortium of Organizations Working
for Child Clubs (Consortium)

® Save the Children (2002). An Assessment
of a National Experiment in Children’s Demo-
cratic Development, Kathmandu, Nepal.

# Save the Children (2003). Children and
Young People as Citizens, Partners for
Social Change, Kathamdu, Nepal.

& Shrestha, Saurav Kiran (2003). Print me-
dia coverage on children’s issues, A Re-
port 2003, Hatemalo Sanchar, Lalitpur.

"It covers 8 national daily newspapers - Kanitpur. Gorkhapatra, Rajdhani, Space Time, Nepal
Samacharpatra, Himalaya Times The Kathmandu Post and The Himalayan Times
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