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RefugeeYoutl
Children Forun

taking an active ro
Cbanakya AdL

Amarriage planned on 24 April2003 be

Yadulal Dhal aged 40 and Harimala Nepal, ag

was prevented due to the timelyintervention I

Sanischare Childrmt Forurn This was not a:

task for the members because theywere locl
by the bridegroom and were asked to comp

for the expenses he incurred in preparing f,

function but the matter was eventually s

amicably

In another case, an illegal under-age ma

in Timai camp between l5-year gir[ Amrita C

and a much older man Gopal Rasaily These

actions to challenge social evils illustrar
increasing role refugee youth organisations (l
as Childrent Forurn) are taking to challenge the

of child rights in the Bhutanese refugee cam

The Chil&en Forums are leading eff<

reduce drug abuse amongst youth in the camps

facilitators have been providing counseling se

to children drug users. As reported i
Khudunabari'S7a11 Newspaper of 13 Decen
children were able to end their addiaion t<

sniffing with the help of counseling services

child facilitator.

Ivfany cases of violence against childre

been broughtto light bythe Children Forumr

in each of the seven refugee camps. The me

o[ the children forum are active in poruayi
evils of the society through drama skits an

play Ganga Regmi is one. Through a drar

dared to portray the inhuman role that her t

played in the real life, sexually exploiting t
students but was then beaten up by the teacl

x



Drama are also used discourage smoking,
d marriage and discrimination against girls. A
,e drama calTed 'Rahar Bhitra ko Aanrn, @rearns

-tean) 
is a popular one in Beldangi Camp where

* and 13 boystookpan The Childr.r Fo**,
also very aaive in organizngawareness-raising
:cainrs. On HIV/AIDS day 1st December, tlrey
aized a rally to promote wider awarer"r, oi
::nion and safe sex messages.

L\7F Nepal \With assistance fromIJNHCR'

L\flF Nepal helps the Children Forums to organize
community development and awareness raising
activities on iszues related to child righ6, HIV/AIDS,
domestic violence, child abuse and gender
discrimination. This involves regular tiaining
programs, workshops and competitions in the
camps. L\flFNepai is proud to see thar the chil&en
are playing a much bigger role in brining about
harmony in the lives of the Bhutanese Refugees. f,

(Soarce : Annaal Repox 2003, lJyF)
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