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Child club: Children's own voices

Why we come to the club

club.

Hatemalo's radio Program'

dance, drama e.t.c

views, thoughts, exPeriences among

friends.

competitive and encouraging activities

are carried out.

hidden talents and creativitY'

children.

The ExPerierxces we share

disPlaY and exPlore ones talents

later on enjoYed a lot after making

friends.

from the very first daY'

of new things-

ifte 'rights of the children''

mind before coming to Hatemalo

The Change and the Reaction in us' our

Family ani outsociety afterioining Hatemalo

Child Club

Self Impact

means of training, competition organized

by Hatemalo-

and showing the talents among friends)

behaviour, nature, PercePtion)'

children and physically handicapped

children.

friends and everYbodY in the

surroundings.

things learned in Hatemalo in real

practice i.e.to imProve the

discriminatory attitude towards gender

biasness existing in the societY'

everything in detail '

> Opportunity of participating in the

decision making matters of thefamily'

means of interaction aPProach'

Impact on our Parents

things (daughter's should not be permiued

to go out).

the children in matters related to the

familY.

in the views of their children'

(positive).

Y



tlrcythought.

children and reminding them to make
regular visit to Hatemalo.

agreement towards their children
participating in Hatemalo.

admitting the younger children to
Hatemalo; after having analyzed ttre positive
change in the elder children.

Impact on Society

organization like Hatemalo; that is the best
means of letting the children develops from its
best possible way.

How we slrure ourleamings in Hatemalo with
our Irrientls

rights of the children.

smokirrg habit its consequences and its
el'fcct on health.

streetdramafaining.

in Hatemalo wheneverthe topic was on the
"child rights issues" in the classroom.

issues" whenever got opportunity to
speak.

among one another.

learned in the training and in different
competition program organized by
Hatemalo.

Dffirent Factors Encouraging us to come to
Hatemalo frequently

training programs; that could not
beneficial to self.

the children related issues through
interaction and planning.

being interrupted.

different places.

drtrffieimlWrTrdrA@E'rf6r
k-{r6 kqr E-qqiFTS{ rn[h{ 1 q}rqi"Fr

eT-{ErkfiA Ro{l qrq +.rfti6 i rrtefu ;rqf
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eT-q-qTfuort qrffi erffTfttzFR qrwr fUqrr{ I

gftE€ErE qrffrftror Tffi + a i rfr qh eTr6r

fuq{ r
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W+i (r& qt(, <rsn tqrqrilqr qorst rrEt r

qq ar* qr#ffi-{+1 FiTrq"n q* ,zrs ffi

6rftt Erffrftr+R lTm qi(, qTg.rr, t-f,rqrd
;nTK, Tq{, +6, qFr qTg{, qlIir { *6 +qT

A-dTqr €rsq qfteror rrilBT q-d rr+ ttr sTr6r

crd r
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adjusted with other friends.

informative things.

striking the mind and express it with

friends.

involved in all kinds of training'

all activities related to children group'

make interaction with one/another'

O ur P ers onal View s / OPinions

Hatemalo members.

different places; especially in remote

areas.

should be spread through other means as

weli.

activities were canied out on Saturday rather

thanFridaY andSundaY.

training were given atholiday, so that many

could particiPate.

opportunitY in ParticiPating the

competitions.

discipline in the hall.

(The above extract has been takenfrom a

interactive session with children in

Hatemalo Child Club, Kupondole, Lalitpur)
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Role of child clubs in NePal
By Jasmine Rajbhandary

There is no single role of child clubs in Nepal'

And this is infact the way it should be' Though

organisations of children have existed for many

years, the idea of children managing their own

organisation is a new one. Part of the driving

force has been the growing acknowledgement

of children's potential roles in society and

community development and of course the

principles and provisions of the United Nations

Convention on the fughts of the Child' There

have long been children's organisations, most

notably the cubs and scouts, which have served

the children of the country in many important

ways since 1952. But the clubs, which have

emerged in recent years in Nepal, are diffrent

in one very important respect from most

children's organisations in all countries: they

are managed , in varying degrees, by the

children themselves. There were one or two

clubs in the late 1980's but, since then there

was a gradual increase of clubs, with a majority

of them being established in the early 1990's'

Since then, and especially in the last 4 years

there has been a vast increase in adult

organisations supporting and initiating an even

larger number of child clubs' The different

organisations started in different ways and

these are reflected in some differences in

philosophy and practice. Some began as a

second step of the Child-to-Child training

programs. Others were developed directly by

development agencies as clubs without the

child-to-child component. A third route was for

clubs to develop through diffusion of the idea

to neighbouring villages with the children of

the village themselves asking for a club' And

others, more recently were established to

increase the opportunities for the potential role

of children in advocacy and action'

With a diverse representation of child clubs, it

is therefore not possible to say that there should

be a single role of each of these thousands of

child clubs. But there is a variety' That is there

are community based clubs,school based clubs,

clubs focussed onworking forthe environment,

general child rights, sports, promoting certain

issues such as disability, or even specific

groups of children, such as working children,

specific ethnic groups. Some are in urban areas,

some are in rural areas, others have only ten

members, and yet others have over hundred

members. In addition some clubs have not links

with any other clubs in Nepal, while others,

have met (through various gatherings and

forums or even competitions) children from

child clubs from all over Nepal. And yet others

have links through district level networks, with

all the children in child clubs in their district,

through district level networks' This allows

them the role of networking and representation

with others, including local decision makers

such as the District Child Welfare Committees,

DDC's and VDC's. There are clubs who are

school based and focuss on improving their

school environment. There are community

based clubs which include children who are

both in school and out of school, and focus on

their own community improvement and child

rights intheircommunity. There are some clubs

that focus on sports such as footbali and

voileyball. Other clubs raise money and loan

it out to those in need in their community, or

use the money to pay for poor children's school

books. There are other groups that are focussed
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on particular issues such as girls rights or
environmental conservation.

There is, in conclusion no single role a child
club plays or has to play. That role is up to the

children who are in that child club. But, being
part of the ciub (any club) does seem to lead to

many benefits and contributions at the
individual level, the community level and the

level of civil society. These benefits come from
interacting with other club members and

learning and practising how to work with each

other, through making decisions as post holders

or as a group, through learning about various

issues and doing its analysis, and by having
fun and free time. There is also another level
of contribution andbenefit. The children often
decide and do action oriented activities that
include awareness raising as well as a variety
of community development activities. These

sometimes include keeping local taps clean or
the roads clean. At another level the children

do advocacy as they see necessary. Some link
with other children and adults (some who are

local decision makers) and are involved in
various forums which allow for their
representation of children and children's voices.

It must be recognised that allmost.every child
club in Nepal, no matter what activities they

are involved in, or who is in it, is/are playrng

the role of bringing about change in their
society. TheNepali children and the child clubs

(which they are members of) are proof that
children are and can be agents of positive
change in Nepal. *

The author is head ofthe Advocacy Support
Unit at Save the Children Fund (UK) in

Nepal
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Children's Organisations in South and Central Asia:
Changing the Status of Children's Voices through Positive Action

Claire O'Kane

Children in varied settings across South and Cental
Asia are increasingly organising themselves and
forming their own associations, whether they be

clubs, committees, unions, councils or groups.

Through such organisations girls and boys are

themselves uniting together to improve their local
communities and to challenge inequalities and

discrimination, thus ensuring that the rights of all
children are realised. In raising their voices and

advocating for their own rights, children are in many

ways challenging taditional stereotypes regarding

ttre role and status of children. Thus, thbre is often

resistancefromaduls to listen to children's views
and/or to take them or their organisations seriously.

However, through concrete actions which bring
positive impact to children's lives and to the wider
community, children are increasingly gaining
support and encouragement for their organisations

and children's personhood is slowly, but surely
becoming recognised and valued.

The phenomena of Child Clubs have a long history

in Nepal as compared with many other countries

in the region (see Rajbhandary, Hart and
Khatiwada, 1999). Furthermore, there are

fascinating recent developments in Nepal with
regards to the establishmentof the Consoitium of
Child Clubs, networks of Child Clubs at district
level and parftrerships benveen Child Clubs, Village

Development Committees and District Child
Welfare Boards/Committees. Such developments

increase genuine opportunities for children to voice

their concerns and to influence decision-making
processes on matters thatconcern them.

To enrich knowledge that may benefit
developments concemingthe Child Clubs in Nepal

this contribution shares examples of other
children's organisations in other counties in the

South and Cenffal Asia region.

Culturally, children in Asia have not been

encouraged to express their views or participate
in decision-making processes (at any level).
Children are generally seen as the property of
parents, who should only respect and do what their

elders tell them:

'Traditionally children have to respect and obey

what adults say. Children are seen as helpless and

dependenton adults.'

(girl, age 1j years, Kyrgyzstan)

'It is understood that adults know better. It is not
expected that children will speak in front of aduls.
They ask 'Who is big? Who is aged? you or me?

Why do you dare to speak?'

(boy, age l4years, Bangladesh)

'In Nepali culture a child is socialized to be
'obedient' to her/his father, mother, school teacher.

They are not encouraged to question adults '

(Save the Children colleague, Nepal).

Thus, considering the cultural context and the low
status of children in society, listening to children's
voices and taking them seriously involvesmajor
sea-changes in attitude. Adults mind-sethas to
change if they are to recognize children's capacities

and begin to perceive them as competent actors

and potential partners in decision-making
processes. Thus, at the outset it is perhaps not
suprising that ttrere is often resistance from adults

to the idea of children expressing their views,
organising themselves or being given opportunities
to influence desisions which affect them. It can be

seen as disrespecful and achallengeto fiaditional
culturalvalues.

However, in voicing their concerns in respectful
ways children are demonstrating that listening to
children's voices need not diminish the extent to
which they respect or listen to adults views. krdeed

it



children's participation often enhances

communication and understanding between

children and aduls. Moreover, aduls arerealising

that children do indeed have good suggestions to

make with regards to their lives and the

development of their schools, communities and

widersocietY:

'It was our tradition that children were not invited

to village meetings, but nowadays children are

coming more than the adults, the children are

receptive and understand the situation and take

good decisions... Our children are giving us good

advice.'

(Vitlage elder, village where there is a

children's committee in l'adakh)

'Our District Child Welfare Committee includes

17 members, of whom 2 are girls and 2 are boys'

The children have contributed very much' They

share the problems faced by children in a very frank

way, so that the adults can develop responsive

policies and programmes.'

(Adult member of DCWC, Surkhet, Nepal)

'There was a tendency to neglect children, but now

we have started this process of involving them,

children have motivated ttreir parents and villagers,

they have made lots of positive changes""

Children's committees for village development can

enable children to participate with aduls in making

the education system function.'

( Executiv e Educ ation C ouncillot l'ocal

Government fficial, Iadakh, India)

Thus, over time children have been able to win the

trust and support of adults. Through positive action

organised by children's organisations (e' g' clubs'

.o.-itt.t., unions) the status of children, their

voices and their organisations are slowly, but

gadually changing. Children's new role as actors

in increasingly being encouraged and new types

of partnerships between children and adults are

beingforged.

In diverse settings across South and Central Asia

- in high altitude regions, desert areas, urban cities'

rural villages, fropical resorts, and conflict zones

children are uniting together as a positive force for

social transformation. A variety of children's

organisations have developed, each with its own

unique history, processes and structures' Such

variety is reflective of the diverse socio-economic,

cultural, political, geographic contexts in which

the children's organisations have developed and

function. However, whilst the names (e'g' Clubs,

Unions, Committee, Councils, GrouPs,

Parliaments) and structures of these children's

organisations are different, their goals, vision and

principles frequently share a lot in common, as

children throughout the region seem to be

committed to creating a more just and equal socieff

in which all children's rights can be realised'

In organising themselves in varied settings children

and youth have highlighted a range of child right

concern issues and injustices such as: child

marriage; trafficking and sexual abuse; police

violations; exploitative child labour; unequal access

to quatity education for girls and boys; school drop

outs and poor attendance of teachers in

government schools; discrimination facing girls,

children with disabilities, tribal children, street

children and refugees; and the negative impact of

loans, war and drought on children' Through

concrete and creative actions children and youth

have made ttreir parents, local communities, medi4

local and national government officials and

institutions take notice of their views and become

responsive to injustices in very powerful and

ftansformativewaYS.

Examples of Children's Organisations

and their Collective Actions:

The Bal Mazdoor Union (Child Workers Union)

in Delhi and Bhima Sangha (a union of working

children) in Kamataka (South India) have been in

existence for a decade, and thus represent some

of the earliest examples of children's collective

organising in South Asia. Through their respective

unions child workers have met together on a regular

basis, to discuss and share information that

concerns their lives, to analyse various social and

political events and decisions, and to work together



towards collective action. Some of the children's participation in decision-making. Child
collectiveachievementshavebeendocumented representatives (from the recently formed
(see Panicker and O'Kane, 2000; Reddy, 2000; Children's Council for Ladakh Development3 )
White, 2001). For example, in L994 the Bal wereformlyinvitedtoparticipateinthedisftictlevel
MazdoorUnion (BMU) broughtto the attention educationreviewmeeting, andtheirconfributions
ofthe administation, general public and mediathe were valued.
callous death of 15 year old child workerZaffar r_ ^ __-^r r
Imambyhisemployer..Throughtr,eiraaog,I"iuiil :T:-f]district 

of Bangladesh' girls and bovs

trre chier Mnister or Derhi the BMU ** ;.," . ##,f f# ifi il:H: S:'#tl?;:I:
change the charge on the accused employer from ^^:-.. ^;;^,
section 307 of rhe rpc (which relates ro il;; :::i1t]1'village 

level' Elected members (girls

ro murder) to a murder charge (Secrion 
';;;''; 

}i::P:"m 
the village level Shishu Parishads

thelpc). Further, onbehalf of thechild,s;;; ::".:lTgherlevelcouncils 
attheward, union

theBal Mazdoorunion filed acase i, t#;;il ,ano,unlla(aisdct) 
level'Priorityissuesdiscussed

High Court for financial compensation. Yg::': and girls have included: early child
marriage, child labour, poverty, lack of access to

Whilst organisations such as Butterflies and CWC education (especially forgrls), harassment of girls,
were scapegoated in the early 1990s for their childtaffickingandlackofplayequipmenLWhilst
stategy of unionising working children, over time, visiting this particular disffict of Bangladesh, the
there has been a change in discourse regarding author observed a village drama presented by
children's rights to association and to form someyoungvillagegirls whoweremembersof
collectives.Arangeofchildren'sassociationsare two different Shishu Parishads. Overcoming
now in existence across the reglon, and slowly but traditional barriers the girls groups confidently
surelythe benefitSof workingwithchildrenas presented a drama to a crowd of about 200
parffrer:s and irsitutionalising children's participation including children, women and some male village
in local governance structures are being realised. ' elders. The play highlighted the problem of early

kr I-adakh and Kargil in high altitude areas of krdia, child marriage, its negative impact and the range

Save the Children and local NGO partners have of actions ttre ShishuParishad (children's council)

been enabling children to form .Children,s membersweretakingtostopearlychildmarriage

CommitteesforVillageDevelopment, (CCVDs) in their village. Later discussions with
forthepastthreetofouryears. Duetotheirpositive ::lt:tTojives from the Upzila (district) level

impact on children's and village developmeng the lHtlr.lTthad 
(children's council) revealed how

CCVDshaveincreasedstatusatvillageandoirri.t the children had been successful in stopping a

levels (see Fewkes and Bhat, 2002).Many of the number of instances of early child marriage.

priority issues addressed by the CCVDs have Furthermore, through their child clubs and child
related to access to quality education for girls and unions in both Sri Lanka and India children have
boys from all income levels. Children have playedr. been effective in highlighting cases of sexual abuse
an active role in: monitoring teacher'attendance; \d molestation of children. In separate scenarios
motivating parents to send their children to school in which children from marginalised communities
and preventing school drop out (especially ofgirls); (6.9. in one case a tibal girl child, and in another
organisingwinternrition; collectingdonations for caseamalesteetchild) havebeen sexuallyabused
school books for poorer children; and esablishing by an adult from a more powerfrrl community (e.g.

libraries. Furthermore, at the local governance higher caste) - children (in the absence of any
level, theladaktrAutonomousHillDevelopment adequate response by local police) have united
Council has recognised thebenefits of children's togethertofilecases andtoensurefollowupaction
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is taken against the abuser. Furthermore, wider
awareness raising and prevention campaigns to
protect children from child abuse have also been

organised by the children, ensuring better
protection of children in theirlocal communities.
In Dhaka, an organisation of working children
called Child Brigade have also formed a unique
partnership with ahuman rights NGO to ensure
legal assistance to children in conflict with the law
and to monitor child right violations in the legal
arena.

Children are also raising theirissues and increasing

the status of theirvoices through variedforms of
media. For examples, children are producing ttreir
own wall newspapers in urban and rural areas of
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Central
Asia; their own radio programmes in Nepal,
Afghanistan and Cenfal Asia; and theirown TV
prograrnmes in Bangladesh and Central Asia.
There is also increasing use of video for
documentary and film productions by children and
youth, including afilmthatwas madeby agroup
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of children with disabilities in Nepal highlighti
their strengths and means to overcome socie
prejudices.

Through the process of organising children i

being encouraged to recognise ffierences amon
them, to challenge discrimination and to wc
together cooperatively and democratically i;
manner that transforms and challenges much
their existing experiences of exploitative relatio

Furthermore, in recent years there have also be

increased opportunity for children and you
people to participate in national and intematior
meetings and policy developments. Mobilisati
of efforts worldwide by a number
national and intemational organisations to invol
children in local, national and regional lei
consultations and workshops relating
UNGASS (United Nations Special Session,
Children) and GMC (Global Movement I
Children) processes represent the maj
shift that has taken place in children's participati
in the past decade.
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Conclusion:

It is increasingly recognized that people do not
suddenly become "responsibld' citizens ovemight
just because they reach a certain age (Youniss et

al,20}2,Advisory Group on Citizenship, 1998).

Children and youth need to learn how to become

citizens through the every day experience of their
family, the communities in which they live, their
school and their nation. Thus, it is hoped that more

and more adults will open their eyes, ears and

hearts to children's voices, and will become more

willing to engage with children in respectful ways,

encouraging their participation and being
responsive to their positive suggestions. In doing
so we are likely to find that our society will develop
in more democractic, inclusive, non-violent ways

as all people's rights are respected, whatever their
age, gender, ability, ethnicity orincome.
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Story of a girl child: Banke

Laxmi Pun, one of the sponsored child of
Puraina VDC was very good at her studies and
clever enough to learn new things. So she was
selelcted as one of the participatns for "Little
Doctor Program." ( Healthy School Promotion
Program). However, for about 4/5 months we
had no contact or interaction with Laxmi.

One day during Better
Life Option Program
(BLOP) facilitators
selection process on
22February 2002,we
(Health team) got
chance to interact
with Laxmi. During
the interaction, we
came to know that the

18 years aged girl had

left her school studies

and married with a

policeman. However
within four months of
marriage the girls
husband married a
second girl, leaving
Laxmi alone and
helpless.

Being really shocked with Laxmi's story, we
convinced and encouraged her to complete her
school studies and selected her as a BLOP
facilitator. Now, she is staying with herparents and

runnign BLOP center in Betahani VDC. We are

so glad that Laxmi is committed to take her SLC
exams nextyear.

Laxmi is very much interested to provide health

services to the people in her community.
Further, as a BLOP facilitator she is learning

Sudha Sha,

many more things that would be useful for her t
be a community healttr worker.

From Laxmi's situation , we came to realiz
that we are somewhere behind in awarenes
raising activities, such as teenage mariage anr

its negative consequences and many mor

decision making and other life skills when
teenager adolescents do not have adequatr
information and there is no guidance.

BLO Program is thus addressing the existing

defective value system in the community b1

mobilising adolescents and youths for thr
promotion of hidden talents and diffuse ne\a

thoughts and ideas as agents of change in their

community. *

The Author is an employee of Plan Nepat
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Finally "Sukhi"

Sukhi Ram Tharu lives in Lalmatiya VDC,

ward no 8, Naya Basti, Dang. Despite the

myriad of problems he faces on a day to day

basis, he is happy as his name suggests; 'Sukhi'

literally means happy. He sells his labour to

support to meet the needs of his family. He

respects labour and values hard work. His

eldest daughter is 15 years old and works in
the nearby house ofa rich landlord as a servant.

His wife also used to earn a little money by
working on the landlord's farm. Sukhi's family
owns two-kattha, about xxx, on which all the

family, Sukhi, his wife, two daughters and son,

work when they have time. During festivals,

they used to make local alcohol and cook pigs

and chicken. A1l the relatives, friends used to

cometo Suk1i's home to eatanddrinkandrelax
together. Often they would get very drunk on

the home made alcohol. In fact Sukhi Ram was

a regular drinker, not serious but a few sips

every evening was just reward for the hard day

in the fields.

On 5 June 2000, Sukhi saw a group of 150

students from the Maurighat Green Club
holding a red banner, face covered with a
handkerchief, with sickles and spades inhands,

some with broomsticks. They were clearing up

the bushes and weeds, leveling and renovating

the traiVroad, filling up the water holes in the

road. Some of the students were speaking on a

loud speaker about the need for cleanliness.

Sukhi Ram, on the other side of the road,

watched the goings on. He was both confused

and surprised. Surprised to see young school

children clearing and mending the road and

confused as to why they would want to do such

a thing. Surely it was not their responsibility

to do that? Sukfii spoke to one of the students

who expliained that they were a group of
students from the local school who had formed

a Green Club andwere interested in improving
the community's environment. When they had

Tom Troy

finished their work the students moved off to
Masuriya.

Sukhi was intrigued so he followed.

On reaching Masuriya the students organised

a mass gathering. The Green Club made a stage

and started the programme. The Green Club

Guide teacher Mr. Keshab Acharya spoke

about the objectives of the Green Club and the

importance of the environmental sanitation.

Then the Green Club performed a series of
three street dramas based around the themes

of "A Healthy Environment" and "Sons and

Daughters are Equal". By the end of the

performance Sukhi had been swept up by the

enthusiasm of the students.

Sukhi stopped drinking from that day onwards.

He also decided that instead of sending the next

daughter to work at landlord's house as a
servant he would rather send her to study in
the school. He was convinced that she should

have the opportunity to take part in the sort of
activities he had seen performed by the Green

Club students.

Now Sukhi Ram is really happy. Both the he

and his wife work together very hard. They no

longer brew local alcohol. They grow and eat

more green vegetables, they spend more time

looking after the hygiene and sanitation of their

home. Sukhi's youngest daughter and sonboth
go to school and he plans that they will
complete SLC. Sukhi is convinced that the

improvement in the general health ofthe family
is a result of these changes.

Sukhi gives creditto the Maurighat Green Club

for opening his eyes to some of the small things

that can be done which will have benefit for
all members of his familY. x

The Auther is Programme Managerfor
SPt4r Nepal
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1 q;qfrq-61, -qrqqtd-+Tqs{-P,ft (+, or+cdwftrot,

qrfu Tqq, Tqfu { q-{er(, qqfu-d qt rtv mt
tqrffiT ql-ffFttl-E{ qm s-crrdrfrT+. q-fr-tT kqq-+
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dfrTt orri qrft( r+qr+l flrm I R F{ft qqtfu

qreqrM ffi orftr arq .fi at qr6ql ffi
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Child Participation in Poverty Reduction:
A Case Study with Reference to the Issue of

Child Labor Problem in NePal

Background Information:

Nepal is taken as one of the most poverty stricken

countries in the world. The per capita income of

the Nepalese people is $220(LINICEF). The total

population of the country is 23.4 milli on and52%o

consists children below 18 years of age (Central

Bureau of Statistics). Nepal is agriculturally

predominant country, which is why an

overwhelming number of children are engaged

in agriculture chores. Migration from rural to

urban areas is in increasing trend for seeking

better opportunities. So in the city, like
Kathmandu, there are huge numbers of
migrants living in squatter like homes. Children

of these migrants are also working in different

fielJs so that they can support at home for their

day-to-day survival.

Issue of child labor:

The issue of poverty has been interlinked with

the issue of child labor problem in Nepal.

Poverty stricken people is forced to send their

children into income earning work so that they

can feel relieved economically a little bit. The

child labor has become a sort of tradition in

Nepal. But, this tradition has become center of

exploitation for businessmen who have

negative attitude over children.

A lot of children have been working in carpet

industries that are very high demand in

European countries. Like wise, children do

work in stone qualry, brick kilns, restaurants,

scavenging, domestic servant, etc.

Contribution of child labor:

The International Labor Organization (ILO) has

Bijaya Sainju

estimated ttre number of child labor in Nepal near

about 2.6 million. The ILO has established an

action program towards the eradication of child

labor in Nepal. But, the fact is child labor has been

contributing a significant amount of money to

eradicate the poverly problem in ttre country. This

factor has been slowly being recognized by the

society. The participation of children through their

able support is completely neglected by the

westem notion of child labor, which is always seen

negatively.

Government commitments:

The government of Nepal has ratified the UN

Convention on the Rights of ttre Child (CRC) aod

the ILO convention No. 1 82, which are the wors

Total Population

Children under 18 Yr.

Children under 16 Yr.

Life expectancy
Unemployment rate

Per capita GNP
No. of child labour
Domestic child labor
Child porter
Carpet children
Ragpicking st. children
Street children
Stone quarry

Bonded child labour
Tea plantation
Children in flesh trade

Shoe shiner in Kath.
Coal mine in Dang

No. Dalitchildren

Source: CBS, CONCERN, CAR, CWS,

23,400,000

12,168,000

10,530,000

58 yr.

l2?o

$220
2,600,000

56,000
42,000
22,000

4,000

26,000
30,000
40,000

600
5,000

150

100

2,000,000

Child Statistics

UNICEF and ILO



forms of child labor. It has also brought the

children's act 1992 and its' by-laws 1994.
However, the enforcement part of these
national and international instruments is very
weak.

Different Forms of Child Labor
Practiced in Nepal

If we look at the working nature we shall find
fourteen areas activities in agricultural sector
alone, as listed below. Apart from agriculture
sector they are found to be working in five and

half dozen different fields. Altogether, there are

about 80 areas of work where these children
have become victims of physical abuse, mental
torture and economic exploitation.

A. Agriculture:
Cattle grazing, seasonal plantation (wheat

and rice) cash crops plantation, harvesting,
ploughing, portering, fodder collection,
milking cows and buffalo, collecting
firewood, tending livestock, cutting grass,

controlling weeds, fishing, irrigation work,
etc.

B. Tourism Business:
Wooden handicrafts, thangka painting,
metal handicrafts, pottery, tourist guide,
rafting, etc.

C. Industrial Sector:
a) Cottage Industry: Carpet weaving,

textile-hand loom, candle production,
poultry farming, brick kiln, stone
quarry, etc.

b) Manufacturing Industry: Irattrerfactory
match factory, confectionery, soap

factory plastic bags factory tobacco bidi
factory, cigarette factory, plastic shoe

factory bakery fruits industry, printing

fress, garment and textile. Etc.

D. Plantationlndustry:

Plucking tea, sugar cane production, tobacco

production, marijuana production, etc.

E. Service Sectors:
Domestic workers urban porters, trekking
porters, shoe shine boy, street sweeping,

tourist guide, temple keepers, petrol pump
attendant newspaper delivery, paper bags

making, In hotels, lodges and restaurants:

Counter service, cooking service,
dishwasher, customer service, and tourist
contactor.

E Tl'ansportationSector:
Tempo conductor, bus conductor, cart
puller, rickshaw puller, etc.

G. Technical Sector:
Auto mechanics, bicycle repairing, car
washing, carpentry, tailoring, grill
wielding, etc.

H. Business Sector:
Street vending, shop assistant, newspaper

selling, high way hawker, fruits seller,
hosiery goods seller, tea supplier,
ragpicking, commercial sex workers, etc.

I. Others: Road construction, building
construction, street begging, street
acrobats, black marketing (cinema hall
ticket selling), golf ball retrieving.

Source: CONCERN Survey, 1997

Participatory rights of the children:

The CRC articles 12 to 15 states clearly the

participatory rights of the children. Their
participation in every aspect of society is required

for their own carrier development and future
sustainability. Realizing this fact of reality ttre ILO
now has brought the time bound program to
eradicate at first the worst forms of child labor.
ILO has targeted seven areas of the worstforms
in Nepal they are: a) child tafficking and child used

forcommercial sex worker, b) Bonded childlabor,
c) Childporters, d) Rag pickers steetchildren,e)
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Domestic child workers, f) Carpet working children

and g) Children working in mine sites' TI.'O then

slowly will touch the other sectors of child labor

that are targeted to be eradicated'

Child labor and child work:

We need to differentiate the term child labor and

child work. Sometimes we mis-inteqpret the child

work into child labor. For instances, we shall find

a lot of children helping theirfamilies and side-by-

side they are enjoying their childhood, such as in

agriculture sectors and domestic activities' Such

altivities cannot be termed as child labor' It is their

participation to theirfamilies and such activity is

requiredfortheir skill development' If thereis no

exploitation then there is nothing wrong that they

€
{o.

involve in some income earning work rather i

reduces the poverty problem in the country' Th'

word 'labor' involves hard work and physical an'

economic exPloitation.

Issue of PovertY:

Poverty is always sited as major cause for th

under development of the "third world" lea

developed countries like Nepal' But' th

povertiis not always a causing problem ratht

ihe 
"xitt"n.e 

different socio economic problen

casing the problem of poverty' Which are i

follows:

I. Social factors:

1. Existence Semi feudal societies:

Although the people's democracy have be

o
Ot"t3g
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re-introduced in Nepal, the economic and
political power are still in the hand full of
people in both in rural and urban areas. The
gap ofthe haves and haves not is very big.
Feudalistic mentalities of the,'high class,' peopie
have not yet been changed. And there is
tendency to look down poor people by the
rich people. A lot of children have to serve
with or without wage to the rich people. So,
this semi feudalistic type of society leading the
country in a darkerfuture.

2. Unjustland distribution:
There are still a number of people
occupying thousand of acres of land in
Nepal. Less than 7Vo of people hold and
enjoy more that 45Vo of land in Nepal
(CEDA). Therefore, land distriburion is
unjust in Nepal leading people forced to
live in marginalized lives.

3. Increasing number of Iandlessness
people:
Unjust land distribution causing a

considerable portion of people as landless and
they have to work as tenant with a little food
on hand. Some of them are bonded labor. So,
there is no other option to make children
involveinchildlabor.

5.

Increasing number of family members:
One of the major drawbacks of the developing
countries is high number of population growth
rate.52Vo of Nepal's population is under the
age of 18 years. The population growth rate
in Nepal ranges from2Vo to 4Vo, which is
among the highest in the world. In average
there are five numbers of children in a tamily
inNepal.

Existing polygamy and child marriage
systems:
Child marriage and polygamy are still
practiced in most of the rural areas of
Nepal. Therefore, family separation and
desertion happen quite often. Consequently,
children left their homes and seek job for their
survival. This is causing child laborproblem.
Likewise, early child marriage in rural areas
leads both the child husband and wife to take
burden to work and eam income to run family.

Existing slavery like bonded labor
system:
Although the government had declared that
there is no more Bonded Labour (Kamaiya)
system in Nepal, thousands of farnilies are
still in bonded and debt bonded conditions.
Children of these families have to do labor
to satisfy the landlord or have to earn
money so that they can pay back the debt
that their the great grand father had taken.

7. CulturalMalpractice:
Cultural malpractices have led to
exploitative and discriminatory situations
for children. "scheduled caste" children
such as Kami, Damai, pode, Sarki, Kasai,
Gaine, Majhi, Pariyar, etc. are often not
encouraged to go to school together with
other children. They are forced to stay at

4.

6.

D
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home and work, etc' The education barrier

to these people is also a big barrier of

underdeveloPment.

Therefore, underdevelopment of the

country is not always related with poverty'

There are some economic factors too' which

are also causing the country into

underdeveloPed.

massive number of South Asian Sub-

continent and South East Asian children'

which are cheap and easily available' We

have examples of Reebok, Nike' etc' who

use a large number of child laborers from

Asian continent.

5.

1.

[. Economicfactors:

I

3.

4.

UnemPloYment Problem:
The rate of unemployment in Nepal is

127o, which is one of the highest in the

world. Therefore, 557o illitetate people

have no option but to work on labor-intensive

jobs. Povertious uneducated people always

remain the same condition'

Lack of compulsory education policy:

Education is not compulsory in Nepal

therefore parents are not forced to send their

children io schools. Parents rather prefer to

send their children to work so that they can

earn somemoneY andhelP athome'

Brokers' Influence: Village Children are

often lured by the brokers offering them

economic support and brought to urban

areas to work in carpet factories or become

domestic workers' These brokers recruited

by employers and paid them well' This is

.uuring child tabor problem' Employers

speciaiy in carpet business and domestic

chores Prefer to have child labor

Others:

Ineffective legal mechanism:

Lack of strict enforcement of laws also

causing child labor problems' Legal

provisions have been limited only in

pup"r. If there is not anY kind of

punitt *"nt then it encourages keeping

child laborers.

6. Lack of Awareness:

More than 55Vo illiterate are unknown

about the issue of the problems of child

labor. Even educated people are not fully

aware about the issue of Human Rights and

Children's Righs' This also ha's been causing

child labor increment' Child labor has become

a tradition to NePalese societY'

Conclusion:
Poverty and child labor are interlinked issues'

However, we must rccognizethe participatory

igfr,. of children for the economic growth of

,#.oun,ry. Child labor or work is not always

*rorg.If we can change the above-mentioned

problems that are related to socio-economlc

factors then we won't have poverty problem'

Side by side if we make our physically able

children into the main stream of development

process of the country we shall sure lead our

peopte in a brighter future' On the contrary'

it 
" 

pr"rut"nce of all socio economic problems

will lead the country into a darker future and

create more Poverty Problem' *

The auther is the Executive chair preson of

Conrr* 7or Children and Environment - N epal

CONCERN

Global EconomY:

TodaY's global economy is under the

control of all multinational compantes'

These multinational companies' major

labor source comes from Asia and they

are cheaP as well' SPorts related

multinational companies are uslng a

tr
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Bhutanese Refugee Children's Forum - structures,
training and extra curricular activities

The foundation of the Children Forum was laid
under the facilitation and support of Save the
Children UK with the program of Child to
Child in 1997.It was later named Children's
Forum - a froum of the children, by the children
and for the children. The
good work initiated by
Save the Children UK
was handed over to
Lutheran World
Federation from 1't
January 2001.

and responsibilities etc. The forum is the only
platform within the camps where children share

their feelings and views freely. The following
diagram depicts the structure of the Children's
Forum.
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Witht the prime objective of 'building of self-
esteem and developing skills of the children,
apart from the other activities performed
byLWS, it also provides the children with
different training.

Some of the major training the children in the

camps have received are CRC, HIV/AIDS,
Gender and Life Skills education, Theatre for
Development, Creative writing and Forum
Management.

Apart from these emphasis is also given by the

forum to extra./co-curricular activities for the
overall development of the child. The forum
facilitates indoor and outdoor games, cultural
and literary programs.The indoor games
include chinese cheker, chess, ludo, scrabble.

Basketball, football, volleyball, badminton,
criket and skipping are the popular outdoor
games. Football and volleyball are however the
most popular games with yearly tournaments
being organised for both girls and boys. There
is a process of selection of players as per the
set criteria . Sector wise representation is
ensured. The best players from the sector are

selcted for the camp level tournaments from
intersectoral matches.

Children have ben provided various musical
instruments which has resulted in producing
significant number of singers, dancers and
musicians among children. The cultural
committee co-ordinates the organizing of
cultural programs on auspiscous occassions.

Apart from these various literary programs are

also conducted in Nepali as well as in English.
Some of the major activities at the unit and

sector level are debate, quiz competitions,
extempore speech competitions, story and
poem writing competitions. The forum also
publishes wall magazine and local newspaper.

The forum has thus led not only to reaping the

benifts of children coming together to discuss
issues, but hads led to learning and developing
their potentials with fun , amusement and
recreation. *

(Abridgedversionfrom the articles from Beldangi I
Children's Forum, Durga Prasad Acharya Beldangi -

II and Bhakta Bahadur Mahat)
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l.Introduction:

Say Yes for Children, an integral part of Global
Movement for Children is a campaign to show
concern and solidarity and voice for children from
every part ofthe society calling for a better world
for children The campaign called upon people from

all ages to join their voices. It was build on 10

imperative actions and responsibilities, and aimed

in delivering the clear messages that the people of
the world care about children. Similarly, the
campaign expected govemment to keep their
promises theymake to children.

In the campaign people say, "YES" to the l0
critical actions thatneededto improvethe lives of
children and adolescents everywhere. It was a

massive grass-roots campaign that reached
ftousands ofpeople andmobilizes them around

fre issues thataffectthe daily lives and futures of
dildren

2. Say Yes for Children in Nepal

The Say Yes for children polling campaign began

in Nepal on 25 July as joint initiatives ofMinishy

Age and Gender Distribution of Voters

Participated in Say Yes for Children in Nepal.

of Women, Children and Social Welfare
(MoWSCW), Save the Children Alliance
members (Norway, US, UK and Japan),
UNICEF, and Plan International, the core
organizations to move forwardthe GMC inthe
counfiy. A l4-year girl child lunched t]re campaign

by castrngthe fustvote to "sayyes" forchildren
elrctonically.

Thevotingwas continued formore than amonth
through out the country by mobilizing key
institutions form community to national level.

Say Yes for Children campaign in Nepal aimed at

gamering support form children and adults across

the county througfo a referendum on the rights and

well being of children. This also seeks to gather a

common voice in support ofthe govemment's
commifinents to improve the sifuation ofchildren
inNepal.

The following are the 10 Rallying points and the

descriptive information provided for Say Yes for
Children voting to support the Global Movement
forCtrildren.

l. LeaveNo ChildOut

2. PutChildrenFirst

3. CareforEveryChild

4. FightHIV/AIDS

5. StopHarmingandExploitingChildren

6. Listento Children

7. klucateEveryChild

8. ProtectChildrenfromWar

9. ProtecttheEarthforChildren

10. FightPoverty: lnvest in Children
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Percentage Distribution Among Rallying Points
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